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Southwest, it saw the traffic and the emigration of the middle period 
pass around it, down the Ohio and the Mississippi, or along the various 
roads that made up the Natchez Trace. The author of its history, Mr. 
Otto A. Rothert, was drawn to his task by the stories he heard from old- 
timers over the hunting camp fire. He pursued the stories farther, 
photographing and interviewing with diligence, in the spirit of the anti- 
quarian and collector. That he acquired any deep understanding of 
the significance of either the West or Muhlenberg County does not ap- 
pear, but his book contains diversified materials for the scientific his- 
torian, and must possess for its local constituents a high degree of in- 
terest. It deals with personalities and details, and with local traditions, 
of which, when variant, he has accepted the one that "seemed the most 
authentic" (p. xiii). It is interesting and useful, without being, what 
its publisher claims, "the best county history ever published in the 
United States." 

Feederic L. Paxson 

An Artilleyman's Diary. By Jenkin Lloyd Jones, private Sixth Wis- 
consin Battery. [Wisconsin History Commission: Original 
Papers, no. 8.] (Madison, Wisconsin: Wisconsin History 
Commission, 1914. 395 p.) 

During the year 1908, the Wisconsin History Commission began the 
publication of "Original Papers" on the Civil War. The present vol- 
ume, the eighth in the series, has been selected, advisedly, as worthy to 
take its place by the side of Lieutenant Haskell's The Battle of Gettys- 
hurg; Colonel Kellogg 's A Narrative of Army and Prison Life; and 
Captain Hinkley's A Narrative of Service with the Third Wisconsin In- 
fantry. Bach of these volumes adds a valuable chapter to the literature 
of the war. 

August 14, 1862, the first entry was made in An Artilleryman's Diary, 
when the writer enlisted for the Sixth Battery, Wisconsin Artillery (p. 
105). The narration of daily happenings was faithfully continued un- 
til he was mustered out of service, July 3, 1865. Fifty years afterwards 
he consented to make the contents of the "ten little volumes" known to 
the public. His thought, in so doing, is expressed in these words : ' ' May 
the clumsy sentences of a boy's diary, so lacking in perspective, so in- 
adequate in expression, contribute a few sentences to the gospel of 
peace" (p. xviii). 

One is impressed as he reads each entry that the real history of the 
Army of the Tennessee and the Army of the Cumberland of Vicksburg, 
Chattanooga, and Mission Ridge can be known only as such accounts, 
written by private soldiers, are used to supplement official records. 
There is the description of camp life Avith its hours of hunger, thirst, 



Vol. I, No. 2 Hamilton: Mobile of the Five Flags 319 

and heroic contests with discomfort and fever. Drill and standing 
guard, and games of baseball, cards, cribbage, and quoits served as a 
partial offset to the monotony. Drunkenness brought forgetfulness to 
not a few. The fatigue of the march, and suffering in siege and battle 
are likewise vividly portrayed. An itemized statement of three years' 
receipts and expenditures with prices paid for clothing is given. 

The value of the volume is enhanced by the author's preface, which 
contributes to an understanding of pioneer days in Wisconsin. 

J. A. James 

Mobile of the Five Flags. The Story of the River Basin and Coast 
about Mobile from the Earliest Times to the Present. By 
Peter J. Hamilton, LL. D (Mobile: The Gill Printing Com- 
pany, 1913. 408 p.) 
Judge Peter J. Hamilton, already well known as the author of Co- 
lonial Mobile and the Colonization of the South, has in this account of 
Mobile produced an almost ideal local history. The book was written 
at the request of the school board of the city of Mobile and is designed 
for supplementary reading in school as well as for the use of the gen- 
eral reader. The work is popular in style and content but is, neverthe- 
less, in its construction scholarly, in this respect being unlike most local 
histories. It is based upon practically all available sources such as the 
accounts of travelers, printed books and documents, and manuscript 
records in foreign and domestic archives. It is well illustrated by nu- 
merous reproductions of contemporary maps and pictures. 

The territorial scope of the book is indicated in the sub-title : it is " a 
sitory of the river basin and the coast about Mobile from the earliest 
days to the present." The five flags mentioned in the title are those of 
France, England, Spain, United States, and the Confederate States. 
Only one section of the territory of the United States changed flags 
oftener than Mobile and that was the western part of the Florida district 
in which Mobile was located. About one-half of the Avork is devoted to 
the colonial period and the other half to the territory of the region since 
its acquisition by the United States. In the colonial period Mr. Hamil- 
ton deals thoroughly with the explorations, the colonial government, 
Indian relations, relations of the Mobile district with the French settle- 
ments along the Mississippi, with Cuba and with the English colonies to 
the northeast, Creole life, and church and school matters. In the Amer- 
ican period the author unites the history of the final conflict between 
Indian and white, the americanization of government and society, the 
development of modern transportation methods and the resulting effect 
on Mobile, the growth of the modern education system and the develop- 
ment of the Protestant church, relations with the federal government. 



